
PARTNERS MEDIA PARTNERS MUSICVILLE TEAMFUNDED BY

THE STORY OF BEING

1. | Nude Stories (Slovenia) 
August 31st 
19.00 Art Exhibitions 
21.00 Performance
Museum of Madness, 
Cmurek Castle, Trate

2. | Reflections on Friendship (Austria) 
September 28th 
17.00 Meeting point Pavelhaus, 
shuttle to the city center Bad Radkersburg, 
walk through city center Bad Radkersburg
19.30 Performance
Pavelhaus | Pavlova hiša, 
Laafeld Potrna

3. | Monument of Tenderness (Croatia) 
October 4th | 18.00
October 5th | 10.00
Petrova gora



Musicville—the Green European Opera—is an artistic response to the present moment, a time 
when we are more aware than ever that we are creating and supporting causes that will affect the 
lives of future generations. The use of fossil fuels is not only the primary cause of current climate 
change; it is also a form of gradual violence that we engage in even when we are unconscious of it. 
We inflict violence on beings that have not yet been born. And that is difficult to imagine. There-
fore, Musicville is a project that seeks to artistically contribute to environmental awareness and 
the development of sustainable artistic practices and activities. And yet...

We were faced with a conundrum from the first lecture, which was part of a series of professional 
lectures designed for Musicville participants and the general public. The speaker claimed that 
art could not be sustainable! As a result, the group of international and interdisciplinary creators 
were confronted with a significant challenge right away.

After 24 months of collaboration between the artists and their mentors, Musicville—the Green 
European Opera / “A Story of Being”—was born, with a production in three rural locations across 
the three partner countries involved in the project. Now that we have completed the process, we 
can say that we have accomplished green opera and sustainable artistic output. An opera work 
was created with a libretto as the carrier of a very important message: Nature as a subject, as a be-
ing that universally and selflessly relates with everyone, with living and non-living beings, is also 
agape, the spirit, and a scene where we might seek existential solutions. Throughout the produc-
tion, we employed highly unconventional eco-methodological approaches that were organised in 
regard to the venues themselves, carefully guarding their natural features. This means that we did 
not bring in massive production machinery and transform a local and rural scene into an urban 
and polluting environment, but rather non-violently settled in, using materials and objects that 
were already present, while also leaving the scene with something that can enrich it and grow 
symbiotically with it. The majority of the production process was carried out online and at special 
residences, reducing the need for transportation.

We also gained a lot of knowledge during the project’s creative process. Thus, we learned about 
natural environments, non-aggressive production methods, sublime and intimate spectacle, co-
existence, the relevance of preserving local communities, and creative collaboration. This is es-
pecially crucial, because we tend to think of creation as an autonomous, isolated, and mostly 
individual process.

As the project’s coordinator, I am proud to declare that Musicville was a collective creative pro-
cess in which art became sustainable through solidarity and mutual support in concepts that both 
transcended and embraced everyone. Agape is not only the ancient Greek word for love (ἀγάπη), 
but also an idea and an instruction that should guide us all: Love for the future, coexistence, uni-
versal connection, in short, love for our own ability to learn to love through nature, through being 
ourselves, because this is also the story of being within ourselves.

Vasko Atanasovski
chief artistic director

Foreword

Light design consultant (Slovenia) 
David Orešič

Sound design (Slovenia) 
Danilo Ženko

Event production (Slovenia) 
Soundbiro d.o.o.

Technical support for art exhibitions (Slovenia) 
Borut Wenzel

Video of the final event (Slovenia, Austria) 
Miha Šubic & Film Factory d.o.o.

Media partner (Croatia) 
Yammat.fm

Light and sound crew (Croatia) 
Filip Pačak, Andrija Santro, Subsonic events

Co-mentor (Croatia) 
Ivan Marušić Klif

Video of the final event (Croatia) 
Branimir Boban – Nove Boje Media d.o.o.
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Animation video 
Fani Gluić, Sven Žinić (illustration and animation)
Sara Renar (narration)

Costume designer 
Mira Strnad 
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We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who supported Musicville:

In Slovenia: Museum of Madness: dr. Sonja Bezjak, Darja 
Farasin, Barbara Kotnik and dr. Reinhard Padinger, Radio 
Agora, Gostišče Mihelič, David Orešič, Simon Sedmak, MKC 
Maribor, Navid Fadaee Nazer, Ministry of Public Administra-
tion Slovenia, Austrian Cultural Forum Ljubljana and Marjeta 
Malus, Motovilla, Danijel Trstenjak, Kibla and Peter Tomaž 
Dobrila and dr. Magdalena Germek

In Croatia: Vojnić Municipality lead by mayor Nebojša 
Andrić, local guide Čedomir Studen, Creative organization 
RUKE, KUD Vojnić, Vojnić Tourist Board, Ekodrom Estate 
lead by Marko Rukavina, Muljava hunting lodge, Yammat.
fm and MOJO Sound System team, the team at Mochvara, 
Ministry of Culture and Media of The Republic of Croatia, 
the city of Zagreb, as well as anyone
who took part in making Musicville in Croatia possible.

In Austria: Special thanks to BMKOES for supporting the 
project. We would also like to thank Die Klause, Zotter 
Schokoladenmanufaktur and the Winkler-Hermaden 
winery for their hospitality and to the municipality of Bad 
Radkersburg.

Special thanks to Creative Europe for their support!

Vasko Atanasovski is a composer, musician, 
producer, and manager from Maribor, Slovenia. 
Inspired by innovative ideas, he is involved 
in many spheres of culture, arts, and music, 
and is renowned for his versatility and mastery 
of all musical styles, as well as his high-energy 
and virtuoso performances.

Web: www.vaskoatanasovski.com

Karola Sakotnik´s background is theatre creation 
and music. A successful career as a performer 
was interrupted by a serious illness at 35. 
Life led her on a path of artistic research 
on creativity, leadership and culture as creator, 
author, artistic director and cultural manager. 
She spreads her findings in designing inspirational 
experiences, facilitating projects like musical 
and theatre creation processes with large groups, 
and gives keynotes and workshops for C-level 
leaders of all sectors. She believes in making 
an impact with lightness, ease, purpose, 
with a global perspective.

Web: www.future-skills-farming.com
www.karolasakotnik.com

VASKO ATANASOVSKI, SLOVENIA

KAROLA SAKOTNIK, AUSTRIA

Sara Renar is a musician and architect 
from Zagreb, Croatia. She is regarded 
as one of the best and bravest female 
singer-songwriters of her generation. 
Performing in Croatian, she has received 
several regional awards for her music 
and live performances. 

Web: www.sararenar.com

SARA RENAR, CROATIA

Sara Korošec | electronic, experimental musician | SI
Muzikačaka is a solo looping artist delving into a musical 
journey spanning electronic pop and experimental sounds. 

Ana Pečar | video artist | SI
Pečar’s artistic practice in video focuses on capturing 
nature’s ethereal and emotive essence.

Alja Petric | musician, architect | SI
From architect to versatile musician, educator, 
and ardent researcher, Petric has dedicated 
her life to the exploration of musical artistry. 

Bharath Ranganathan | researcher, musician | SI
His roles as both musician and researcher underscore 
his fascination with the phenomenology of music 
performance and cultural dynamics. 

Staša Prah | dramaturg | SI
Her journey as a dramaturg epitomises a dedication 
to crafting theatre holistically, prioritising audience 
engagement, theatrical essence, and collaborative synergy.

Gregor Piskernik | dancer, performer | AT
Piskernik’s work explores the relationship 
between the body, the senses, and the environment.

Camilo Latorre | composer, writer | AT
Latorre’s formal interest lies specifically in finding 
relationships between music and other art forms, 
such as literature and visual arts.

Aaron Kopp | placemaker | AT
Kopp creates spatial strategies and situations to reveal 
perspectives, enhance potential, or transform experiences.

Zsuzsanna Zsula | painter, conceptual artist | AT
Her work focuses on the integration of structural, 
compositional, and mental formations.

Ernst Grieshofer | jazz and fusion musician and drummer | AT
He plays in various bands and carries out solo projects. 

Josipa Slaviček | architect | CRO
Through public installations she elaborates 
on issues concerning social responsibility, ecology, 
and relationship between people and technology.

Rajnard Hraščanec | opera singer, musician | CRO
Guided by esteemed mentors throughout his education, 
he graduated from the prestigious Royal Northern College of Music, 
where he demonstrated his talent in major opera productions.

Anja Maksić Japundžić | theatre director | CRO
She directs adult and children’s plays, is the author 
and director of various site-specific cultural tourism 
projects, and works as a translator, lyricist, and dubbing 
director for Disney and Pixar films in theatrical distribution. 

Manuela Pauk | sculptor | CRO
Pauk’s work reflects on the Anthropocene era 
and the current ecological crisis, as well as the 
transformative impact that humans have on the world.

Marta Dolenčić | multimedia artist | CRO
Although she studies printmaking, her experience 
as a stage design assistant allows her to contribute 
to many aspects of visual theatre production, including 
poster design, scenography, and puppetry. 

→ GUEST PERFORMER JULIE
Julie (she/they) is a multidisciplinary artist, performer 
and researcher based in Germany. Their background 
is in contemporary dance and neuroaesthetics. 
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GLASBARIUM INSTITUTE 
PROJECT COORDINATOR
SLOVENIA

Website
www.glasbarium.com
Vasko Atanasovski
managing director 
dr. Magdalena Germek 
project assistant consultant 
Katjuša Štingl
PR officer

LAB852 
BENEFICIARY
CROATIA

Website
www.lab852.com
Karmen Krasić Kožul
managing director
Marija Kamber
curator
Gabrijela Mamić
communication manager

ARTIKEL-VII-KULTURVEREIN 
FÜR STEIERMARK, PAVELHAUS 

KULTURNO DRUŠTVO ČLEN 7 
ZA AVSTRIJSKO ŠTAJERSKO, 
PAVLOVA HIŠA
BENEFICIARY
AUSTRIA

Website
www.pavelhaus.at
Susanne Weitlaner
managing director
Karola Sakotnik
project manager
Paula Marschalek
communication manager

Musicville is a partner project between Slovenia, Croatia, 
and Austria that began in 2023 and will run until the end of 2024. 
Its aim is to transform the classical European musical form 
of opera into a new, innovative, and creative collaboration inspired 
by environmental awareness, nature, local crafts, and traditions. 
The Green European Opera is the culmination of the collaboration 
between artists/participants and mentors, as well as the synthesis 
of all events held throughout the project. The opera is presented 
through a series of three audio/visual performances in smaller rural 
areas of the partner countries (Austria, Slovenia, and Croatia), 
which are combined into a three-act opera featuring artists 
from various disciplines and cultural backgrounds.

The project centres on sustainable, participatory, and interdisciplinary 
artistic practices with the goal of exploring the following questions:
How can the resources and knowledge of art and sustainability 
be combined? How can contemporary cultural production 
be presented in rural areas? How can artists be assisted in creating 
new business prospects while also safeguarding the environment?

It provides a framework for an international group of artists from 
various disciplines (music, theatre, architecture, visual arts, design, 
performance, etc.) to collaborate with the local expert communities 
(agriculture, arts & crafts), environmental professionals, and cultural 
and scientific experts. The idea behind the project is to improve 
the resilience and wellbeing of artists by teaching them new skills
 in a practical and peer-to-peer approach, allowing them to work 
with young and experienced professionals from a variety of artistic 
and non-artistic backgrounds to create new and unexpected venues 
for contemporary music production and presentation.

About 
Musicville

An immersive 
music 
experience

SLOVENIA
The Museum of Madness in Trate

Life in Cmurek Castle, which lies on the banks 
of river Mura bordering Austria and Slovenia, 
has been ongoing since the 12th century. Be-
tween 1949 and 2004 it has been an asylum 
for mentally ill and since 2013, the castle was 
turned into the Museum of Madness, a civil 
society organization preserving historical lay-
ers and testimonies from the institution’s time.

AUSTRIA
Pavelhaus | Pavlova hiša, Radkersburg

The part of South-Eastern Styria between 
“Pavlova hiša” and “Die Klause” bridges a 
landscape from the river Mura to the river 
Raab. With active volcanoes in ancient times, 
hot springs today, it’s always been a cultural 
meeting point. In the past 30 years it has been 
developing a new identity based on agricul-
ture, excellent craft, tourism, and arts.

CROATIA
Vojnić Monument, Petrova Gora

Petrova Gora is a mountain range in Karlovac 
County. It represents a unique forest ecosys-
tem whose main feature is its great stability 
and durability. This mountain massif is an ex-
ceptional habitat for a large number of plant 
and animal species. It is regarded as one of 
the most beautiful and best-preserved moun-
tain wooded landscapes in Croatia.


